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since today marks the near anniversary oF america 
¿QDOO\�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�WKH�FRURQDYLUXV�DQG�WDNLQJ�LW�
VHULRXVO\��,�WKRXJKW�LW�DSW�WR�WDON�DERXW�KRZ�LW�KDV�EHHQ�
D̆HFWLQJ�PH�DQG�P\�DFDGHPLF�SURFHVVHV�IRU�RYHU�D�
solid year, now. 

$V�,�GR��,�ZDQW�WR�HPSKDVL]H�WKDW�,�NQRZ�P\�H[SHUL-
HQFHV�DUH�QRW�XQLTXH�WR�PH��DQG�WKDW��DV�D�FDPSXV��
DV�D�VWXGHQW�DQG�IDFXOW\�ERG\��DV�WKH�2680�)DPLO\��
ZH�KDYH�DOO�VWUXJJOHG�GHDUO\�ZLWK�GHSDUWLQJ�IURP�WKH�
normal. 

,�ZDQW�WR�HPSKDVL]H�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�RYHUFRPH�WKHVH�
things, together or alone, and that, although we are 
VHSDUDWHG��WKH�VWUHQJWK�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�KDV�QRW�
faltered or waned. If anything, we have found new 
ZD\V�WR�VHHN�VHOI�LPSURYHPHQW��WR�JR�RXW�RI�RXU�ZD\�WR�
EH�NLQGHU�%XFNH\HV��DQG�WR�UHDFK�RXW�WR�KHOS�RXU�IHOORZ�
students who are in need. 

When this all began, back in 2020, when we were 
DOO�H[SHFWLQJ�RQH�ZHLUG�HQGLQJ�WR�D�VHPHVWHU�WKDW�ZH�
ZRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�WR�UHSHDW��QHYHU�KDYLQJ�WR�GR�WKDW�
debilitating in-sync out-of-sync learning again, I was 
RQH�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�DGDSWHG�EXW�ZKR�VWUXJJOHG�WR�GR�
VR��,�WKULYH�R̆�D�FODVVURRP�HQYLURQPHQW��,�OLYH�R̆�WKH�
GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�P\�SHHUV��,�KDWH�WR�EH�WKH�EHDUHU�RI�EDG�
news, but these things are not often achieved in a 
=RRP�HQYLURQPHQW��

6RPHWLPHV��LI�\RX�DUH�D�VDGR�PDVRFKLVW��\RX�FDQ�
DFKLHYH�VRPH�VHPEODQFH�RI�D�WKRXJKW�SURYRNLQJ�
VHPLQDU�E\�SU\LQJ�RXW�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�IURP�EODQN�JUH\�
ER[HV�ZLWK�QDPHV�RQ�WKHP��6RPH�GD\V��RQ�UDUH�RF-
FDVLRQV��WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�ÀRZV�DQG�WKH�FDPHUDV�DUH�DOO�
on, the internet connection is all strong and stable, 
WKH�WRSLF�LV�HQJDJLQJ�DQG�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�HYHU\RQH��DQG�
DOO�KDYH�GRQH�WKH�SUHOLPLQDU\�ZRUN�IRU�WKH�GD\��7KRVH�
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GD\V�ZHUH�EULOOLDQW��2IWHQ�UHPHPEHU�
VD\LQJ�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�=RRP�FDOO�WKDW�
“today’s discussion was great, thank 
\RX�DOO´��

1RZ��IDVW�IRUZDUG�D�\HDU��,�VWDUWHG�WKLV�
semester living away from home with 
P\�VLJQL¿FDQW�RWKHU�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�
for three months (they were watching 
the house for relatives while they were 
away). We’re still doing the same thing, 
EXW�,¶P�DZD\�IURP�WKH�RQO\�VXSSRUW�
JURXS�,¶YH�HYHU�KDG��P\�SDUHQWV��7KH�
workload of which the likes I had never 
seen before (hello, fellow juniors, sorry 
seniors) has fronted me with a new 
challenge that I had never before had 
WR�RYHUFRPH��,�ZDV�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�NHHS�
XS��,�KDG�WR�DFWXDOO\�DSSO\�P\VHOI�IXOO\�
to even reach my usual standards of 
H[FHOOHQFH�LQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ��

Throughout this semester, while I was 
WHVWLQJ�RXW�OLIH�DORQH��,�ZDV�XS�SRULQJ�
RYHU�GL̇FXOW�WH[WV�XQWLO�WKH�VLQJOH�GLJLW�
KRXUV�RI�WKH�PRUQLQJ��RQO\�WR�ZDNH�XS�
IRU�FODVV�RU�ZRUN�VRPH�FRXSOH�KRXUV�
ODWHU��$IWHU�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�D�IHZ�KRXUV��
I come home and invest the same 
amount of hours into school work (and 
QRERG\�SD\V�PH�IRU�WKRVH�KRXUV��KD����

%XW�DP�,�GRLQJ�LW"�<HV��DQG�,�DP�SURXG�
WR�VD\�,�DP�GRLQJ�LW�ZHOO��1RW�RQO\�DP�
,�PDQDJLQJ�WR�NHHS�DÀRDW�P\�JUDGHV��
but I feel as though I have begun to 
WXUQ�WKH�WLGH�DJDLQVW�LW��$W�WKH�KDOIZD\�
SRLQW��,�IHHO�DV�LI�³,�FDQ�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�IRU�
VL[�ZHHNV�´�DQG�WKLV�PDQWUD�FKDQJHV��
grows smaller, as we get closer to the 

¿QLVK�OLQH��

I’ve since moved back in with my 
SDUHQWV��DQG�KDYLQJ�WKDW�VXSSRUW�LV�
wondrous. It goes to show that having 
a loving safety-net is what we all need 
LQ�WKHVH�GHVSHUDWH�WLPHV�ZKHQ�ZH�IHHO�
OLNH�ZH�DUH�GULIWLQJ�DSDUW�IURP�RXU�FRUH�
JURXS��8


