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i had a dream that you died and I was standing by the 
casket. It was only the viewing, but no matter how 
many times a friend who claimed to know me best 
WULHG�WR�SXOO�PH�DZD\��P\�VLGH�ZDV�VWLOO�JOXHG�WR�\RXUV��
7KURXJK�ZRRG��RI�FRXUVH��7KH�SURVSHFWV�RI�KRW�WHD��
SX̆\�SHSSHUPLQWV��DQG�WLVVXHV�LQ�ṘFH�FKDLUV�GLG�QRW�
VHHP�LQYLWLQJ��,¶G�VWLOO�KHDU�WKH�VDPH�VRPEHU�SLDQR�
PXVLF�WKURXJK�WKH�VSHDNHUV�LQ�WKH�HQWLUH�EXLOGLQJ��,Q�
WKLV�GUHDP�WLPH�KDG�SDVW��7KH\�ZHUH�FDOOLQJ�PH�0UV��
ZH�PXVW�KDYH�¿QDOO\�ZHG��7KHUH�ZHUH�D�IHZ�ZULQNOHV�
on my hand and the few scars on my wrists had faded 
D�ELW�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�ODVW�WLPH�,�FKHFNHG��1R��,�FRXOGQ¶W�
leave you, not when you needed me most. You were 
ÀRDWLQJ�DURXQG�LQ�WKH�OLWWOH�SDUWLFOHV�DQG�RUEV�LQ�WKH�
DLU�QRERG\�HOVH�FRXOG�VHH��P\�H\HV�ZHUH�FDOFXODWHG�LQ�
¿QGLQJ�WKHP�DQG�ZDWFKLQJ�WKHP�GULIW�DERXW��6RPH-
times they even got in my eyes themselves and if I 
closed my red eyes long enough to let them rest, you 
ZRXOG�ÀRDW�DURXQG�LQ�WKHUH�WRR��

/DWHU��ZKHQ�HYHU\RQH�KDG�OHIW��WKH\�NHSW�VD\LQJ�WKH\�
were worried about the snowstorm coming in that 
QLJKW��,�VWXGLHG�P\�VXUURXQGLQJV��5HG�FDUSHW�ZLWK�
little gray diamonds, gray curtains all drawn shut 
WR�EORFN�P\�YLHZ�RI�WKH�VQRZ�IDOOLQJ�GRZQ�WR�(DUWK��
SHUKDSV�\RX�FDPH�WR�HDUWK�RQ�D�VQRZÀDNH�WRR��2Q�
mistake, no doubt, you should have landed on another 
SODQHW��,�PDNH�VXUH�,¶P�DORQH�EHIRUH�SODFLQJ�RQH�ODVW�
NLVV�RQ�\RXU�FROG�OLSV��WKH\�VWLOO�WDVWH�WKH�VDPH��7KH\�
still melt the crystals of frost that guards my own 
heart. The coldness reminds me of the snow again. 
<RX�ZHUH�ÀHHWLQJ�DQG�JHRPHWULFDO�DQG�EHDXWLIXO�DQG�
striking. You brought me joy on gloomy days. You will 
always bring me joy on gloomy days. 8


