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preface

	 Shakespeare’s Richard the Third famously uttered the lines, “Now 
is the winter of our discontent,” words the editorial staff of this year’s issue 
knew to be true in that down-in-the-bones kind of way. This year’s submis-
sions, for the most part, tended to revolve around a definite tonal center, 
ranging from somber and melancholy to outright dark, brooding, and, in 
some cases, violent. On top of that, the pathetic fallacy was in full force on 
the OSU-Marion campus, as a brutal winter bore down on on with all its 
frozen, soul-crushing might: campus closings, snow emergencies, burst water 
lines, and other wintry maladies were tossed our way constantly by some 
relentless, pitiless hand from above. And yet our intrepid band of editorial 
heroes tarried onward, finding a collection of real gems in the mix, artwork, 
stories, and poems that—in spite of their oftentimes gloomy dispositions—
are thoughtfully and artistically expressed. We happily share these pieces 
with you in this, the latest edition of the Cornfield Review.
	 As with previous issues, we must give thanks to the powers that be, 
the ones responsible for helping along our humble publication. Our thanks 
goes to the OSU-Marion administration, led by Dean Greg Rose, who contin-
ue to support this three-decade-plus venture. Faculty in English are, as they 
have been in the past, mainstays of the creative writing culture we’ve culti-
vated on the campus and beyond. The lion’s share of the work, of course, was 
completed by this year’s Editorial Board, who deserve my appreciation: Mike 
Beatty, Malcolm Carter, Leah Cottrill, Robert Johnson, Taryn Korody, Skylar 
McEntire, Jennifer Miller, Dennis Millisor, Deb Noll, Rachel Schade, Lauren 
Upp, Jill Valentine, and Sheree Whitelock. The Cornfield Skeleton Crew, 
gluttons for punishment who stay on past Winter Quarter into spring to help 
finish production duties, deserve a particularly jaunty tip of the hat: Lauren, 
Deb, Leah, Taryn, and Dennis.
	 The Cornfield Review is published annually. The Editorial Board seeks 
quality poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction in addition to original artwork 
and photography. Submissions are primarily accepted from students, faculty, 
and staff of OSU-Marion and Marion Technical College, although works by 
off-campus writers and artists will be considered. For further details and 
queries, please email me at mccorkle.12@osu.edu, or visit the online archive 
and submission site at http://cornfieldreview.osu.edu.

		  — Ben McCorkle, Faculty Adviser

The Cornfield Review Mission Statement:
We strive to represent the literary and artistic voice of Central Ohio 
by giving area college students an opportunity to see their work 
published in a professional literary journal. Additionally, we are 
passionate about achieving a cultural impact that goes beyond local 
campuses and reaches into the greater community.
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